
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet Member for Housing, Planning, 
Economic Development and Regeneration 

held on Monday, 12th August, 2013 at Committee Suite 1 & 2, Westfields, 
Middlewich Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor D Stockton, Cabinet Member for Housing, Planning, Economic 
Development and Regeneration 

 
In attendance 
Councillor Peter Groves, Cabinet Support Member 
Councillor Gillian Merry 

 
Officers 
David Hallam, Principal Conservation and Design Officer 
Paul Mountford, Democratic Services Officer 

 
Apologies 
Councillor Barry Moran, local ward member 
Councillor Mike Benson, Mayor of Sandbach Town Council 

 
1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

2 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION  
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

3 PROPOSED COMMUNITY CONSULTATION UPON THE DRAFT 
CHARACTER APPRAISAL AND MANAGEMENT PLAN, AS PART OF 
THE REVIEW OF THE SANDBACH TOWN CENTRE CONSERVATION 
AREA  
 
The Cabinet Member for Housing, Planning, Economic Development and 
Regeneration considered a report seeking authority for officers to 
undertake community consultation in relation to the review of the 
Sandbach Town Centre Conservation Area.  
 
The review  comprised the preparation of a character appraisal for the 
conservation area, a review of the conservation area boundary and draft 
management proposals for the conservation area, including a draft 
management plan. The draft appraisal documents were attached at 
Appendix 2 to the report and the draft consultation material at Appendix 3. 
 
Sandbach Town Centre Conservation Area was first designated in 1970. 
Since then the conservation area had been extended twice in 1976 and 



1995.  Neither of these extensions had been the subject of updated 
appraisals or management proposals and therefore the appraisal and 
management proposal coverage was incomplete, and where there was 
coverage, it was over 40 years old. 
 
The enlargement of the conservation area had led to a more complex and 
varied conservation area than that first designated in 1970.  The areas 
were varied in character and therefore faced different issues in terms of 
threats to their historic interest. Consequently, there had been some 
erosion of character in certain parts of the conservation area due to the 
lack of management and controls, notwithstanding the conservation area 
designation. 
 
Whilst there was no defined statutory period in terms of frequency of 
conservation area review, it would be extremely difficult to argue that, in 
the case of Sandbach, the review was not long overdue.  Best practice 
advocated by English Heritage discussed reviews every 5 years and the 
need to have an up-to-date appraisal and management proposals for the 
conservation area. 
 
The consultation period for the review would run from 2nd September to 
15th October 2013 and would include publicity on the website, an exhibition 
at Sandbach Library and a public meeting on 12th September at Sandbach 
Literary Institute. Publicity would be by way of posters to be distributed by 
Sandbach Town Council and displayed in shop fronts and on notice 
boards, and the delivery of leaflets to each property within the 
conservation area. The cost of the consultation to Cheshire East Council 
would be about £200. 
 
The Cabinet Member supported the proposal and welcomed the 
involvement of Sandbach Town Council in the consultation arrangements. 
He added, however, that any future proposals of this kind may need to 
explore joint funding arrangements. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That Officers be authorised to undertake community consultation in 
respect to the review and draft management proposals for the Sandbach 
Town Centre Conservation Area, in accordance with the consultation 
details set out in the report. 
 
 
The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 10.12 am 

 
Councillor Don Stockton (presiding) 

 
 


